Russ Ridgeway
rfridgeway@aep.com

Kevin & Rosemary McBeth
rkerby42668@yahoo.com

Mike Griffith
griffithclanohio@att.net

Terry Woodbury
tazman421@gmail.com

Leroy Witzel
Iwitzel@columbus.rr.com

Vacant

Sheila Greier

sgreier@columbus.rr.com

Roxanne Shull
roxanne.shull@sbcglobal.net

Sheila Greier

sgreier@columbus.rr.com

1
Rob & Lynn Berridge
roblynn@columbus.rr.com

Dave & Sue Leitch
dleitch177@gmail.com

(614) 563-9249

(614) 507-8331

(614) 849-8791

(614) 270-1761

(614) 451-8673

(614) 778-0719

(614) 260-0913

(614) 778-0719

(614) 539-1477
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Melissa Eason

Jim & Shirrin Hutchens
Ronald & Dianna Miller
John & Linda Frank

Mike & Mary Tussey

mnordeoff@gwrra.org

{phutchens@comcast.net

RandDMiller@cablespeed.com

dd@ohiogwrra.org

cadd@ohiogwrra.org
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11/07/09 Saturday Ride-N-Eat, 1:00 PM, World’s Best Bologna
G&R Grill, Waldo

11/08/2009 Sunday Chapter Ride Planning Meeting for all of our 2010 activities, 2 PM
Roxanne's House (Bring a dessert to share)

11/21/2009 Saturday Staff Meeting, 5:30 PM
Hilliard Memorial Middle School

11/21/2009 Saturday Annual Auction, Craft and Bake Sale, 6:30 PM
Hilliard Memorial Middle School

11/21-22/2009 Saturday-Sunday  State Officers Meeting
Crowne Plaza Hotel Route 161 & Busch Boulevard

12/05/2009 Saturday Christmas Lights, 3:30 PM, dinner @ Digger & Finch following
Columbus Zoo Festival of Lights

12/12/2009 Saturday Christmas Party, 6:30 PM

Dutch Kitchen, 8690 US 42, Plain City

Note location of gathering
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3%  Jack Riehle
8™  Mary Diebel
10" Drew Riehle
21 Mike Koontz
22" Rob Berridge
26" Marty Bell
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OH-B3 1% Saturday 9:00 AM coffee & doughnuts | Obetz Community Center, 1611 Chillicothe Street, Obetz (614) 833-4204
OH-Z2 1% Wednesday 7:00 PM dinner @ 6:00 PM Byxbe’s, 1502 W. William Street, Delaware (614) 923-9649
OH-D3 2" Wednesday yes Sandy’s Bar & Grill, 333 Millcreek Drive, Marysville (937) 246-3221
OH-Q2 2" Thursday 6:30 PM 6906 Old Tarlton Pike, Circleville (740) 474-1830
OH-F3 3" Tuesday 7:30 PM dinner @ 6:30 PM Fat Cat's Pizza, 1448 Ety Pointe Drive, Lancaster (740) 654-7156
OH-O 3" Thursday 7:00 PM dinner @ 6:00 PM Stacy’s Buffet, 79 North to 30" Street, then west (740) 928-4616
OH-B2 2" Thursday 7:00 PM potluck Bellefontaine JVS @ The Inn (614) 467-4524
OH-Y2 2" Tuesday 7:00 PM dinner @ 6:30 PM Papa Chuck’s Restaurant, 375 Muskingum, Zanesville (740) 453-0211
OH-U2 4" Saturday 6:30 PM dinner Hilliard Library, 4772 Cemetery Road, Hilliard (614) 563-9249
OH-Y 1% Saturday 7:00 PM Groves Church of Christ, 7740 Groves Church Road, Gambier (740) 924-4780
OH-P2 3" Tuesday 7:00 PM Church of Christ & Christian Union Fellowship Hall, 770 Jefferson Avenue, Chillicothe (740) 993-2863
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Many of us get discouraged because of our jobs. | know at times, my
job consumes too much of my life. My trip this week started an hour
and a half late because our office is a time pit, which resulted in me
being late for a commitment for which | truly regret. Not belittling my
aforementioned regrets, | often forget just how blessed | am because
of my job. First and foremost, | am blessed to have a job. In these
uncertain times, everyone employed should be thankful they have a
job. My job has enabled me to see many places in the world | would
not have seen otherwise. | have a lot of windshield time as | travel to
various job sites. This alone time gives me an opportunity to reflect on
the many things | should be thankful for, but tend to take for granted.

The geographic locations of the AEP plants | visit requires me to cross
the Ohio River frequently. At one pointin my career, | lived in a house
with the Ohio River in my backyard (twice the river was up to the
house during floods). | also cross the Mississippi several times a year
traveling to plants out west. Paralleling the Frank Lloyd Wright thought
process, | reached a point where | no longer noticed the rivers,
because | saw them all the time. On the trip this week, | took time to
make the rivers part of my journey, noting all six times | crossed the
Ohio River and the one time | crossed the Mississippi River. | took note
of more than the design of the bridges | was crossing, | also took in the
beauty and grandeur of the rivers and God'’s creation. | can view these
mighty rivers from many different points. Each crossing differs in size
and shape making each experience special in it's own way. Whether
crossing in the urban settings of Cincinnati and Louisville or the rural
setting of Rockport, IN and Shawneetown, IL, it is all spectacular.

This trip also took me in a new direction to the AEP plantin Arkansas.
| traveled US 160 in southern Missouri through the Mark Twain
National Forest listening to a Christian Radio station. | couldn’t help
believing | was sent this way for a reason. Was it to be thankful | was
not riding my Wing on this road in the pouring rain? Or the fact it was
a 40 miles plus stretch of motorcycle road which was nicely paved and
winding? | believe it was a little of both. If your travels ever take you in
this direction, | suggest you include this section of road. | have really
tried to enjoy the journey created for me this trip and not focus just on
the destination.

| also have an incredible machine to ride to view the many treasures
created for us. As we get ready to plan the rides for next year, reflect
on what journeys may afford us a better appreciation of the bountiful
gifts in the Midwest. The 2010 Ride Planning Meeting will be Sunday,
November 8™ @ 2:00 PM, at Roxanne’s. Please join us with your
suggestions and ideas for rides. The more input we have for rides, the
better schedule we will have. If you cannot attend, please feel free to
forward your suggestions to me.

~ ~ Let's Ride Together, Russ

+

Rosemary and | were ad shopping in last month’s Wing World and
came across two products we believe are superior to their
alternatives. We have purchased both of them, online, and like
them so much we have decided to give a review for the benefit of
the rest of the chapter.

The first product is the UTAG I.C.E. (in case of emergency)
medical information device. The UTAG is basically a USB flash
drive that has been made into a dog tag style necklace. It is
imprinted with the internationally recognized medical symbol on
the outside. Since itis necklace style, it is always with you when
youride. There is a certain fallacy in believing medical personnel
will look through your Motorcycle in search of medical information
when you are in trauma. With the UTAG, at some point it will be
found either by the squad, or at the hospital. Once discovered, it
can be plugged into any laptop or computer found on any squad
or in any hospital, and the UTAG software displays all of your
medical information. Purchase price for the UTAG is around $40,
but I believe it is well worth cost. It is a more reliable method of
getting critical information to the medical people. Their site is
www.UtagUS.com.

The next product is called Flash-2-Pass. It is a garage door
opener that hooks into the wiring for your high beams. Simply
flash your lights twice and the garage opens or closes. It is
unlikely anyone will break into your car or bike and steal your
remote giving them access to your house with Flash-2-Pass. The
receiver replaces the standard push button inside the garage and
functions and looks very nice. The transmitter is about 2.5 x 2.5
x.5inches and can be mounted anywhere inside your faring. The
two leads to the transmitter are taped with exceptionally nice wire
taps (included). The only thing | added was a wire tie to secure
the transmitter inside my bike. The system accommodates up to
6 different transmitters which are easily learned by the receiver.
You can also use the system at multiple locations simply by
buying an additional receiver and training it for your existing
transmitter. | found mine on Ebay for $65 and an additional $35
for a second transmitter. The website is www.f2ptechnologies.com.

Both of these products have some obvious advantages and |
recommend you at least consider them for yourself.

~ ~ Kevin & Rosemary
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One of the most important items, besides purchasing a motorcycle, is
choosing an appropriate helmet to go along with your bike. Typically, people
consider the helmet to be a minor part of purchasing a motorcycle. However,
purchasing a helmet can be one of the most stressful times in your life since
there are many different styles to choose from and choosing the appropriate
type can substantially change your enjoyment when riding the bike. Even an
experienced rider can find this task daunting, but the following items should
assist you in choosing the appropriate helmet.

1. S ' . A helmet offers no use to the rider if there is
no possible chance for protection. It is for this reason any helmet
purchased should meet D.O.T. requirements. Your main assurance
of knowing whether a helmet can provide protection is the D.O.T.
sticker on the back of the helmet. The D.O.T standard, also known
as Federal Motor Vehicle Safety standard #218, requires a helmet
to absorb a significant amount of energy, prevent most penetration
and a fastening system which will withstand significant force. A case
can be made for purchasing helmets to a different certification body
and the most notable of these is the Snell foundation, which also
meets the D.O.T certification requirements. For more information on
the Snell foundation go to www.smf.org.

2. # .Now that you have chosen an appropriately safe
helmetthe nextitem s proper helmet retention. Retention is the way
a helmet remains on the head in the event of a crash. The best
method for determining retention is to put the helmet on, fasten the
chin strap snugly (you should feel some force on your chin), than
grab the rear of the helmet and lift it up and try to roll it over the front
of your head. Even if it hurts you should NOT be able to roll the
helmet off your head.

3. : . Properfitis essential to safety and also goes hand in hand with
retention. Basically, the helmet should fit snugly so it is stable when
you shake your head side-to-side, front-to-back or up and down. A
full-face helmet should grip your cheeks and jaw as well as the top
and sides of your head. A helmet that is too loose may come off in
acrash, and one that is too tight will be uncomfortable. If the helmet
only contacts the top of your head, it will soon become
uncomfortable. Proper fit means it is snug enough for your skin to
move with it when you try to move the helmet on your head.

4, ' isanother critical element of choosing a helmet. A helmet
can make a ride enjoyable or turn it into agony. If you take the time
and effort to find the most comfortable helmet for your head, it will
pay itself back by making long rides more enjoyable and
comfortable. Comfort can be tricky to determine, but might make the
difference between loving and hating your helmet, so spend the time
by trying on different helmets to insure you find a comfortable
helmet.

Next month’s article will detail information regarding price, appearance, face
shields, color and style.

~ ~ Remember, be safe and enjoy the ride, Mike

It looks like summer is about over, but finding members is not. We

should be talking GWRRA all throughout the year. Talking with people

during the winter months is how we get new members to join GWRRA

and also potentially re-interest some past members to join again. Keep

those applications with you when you are out and about. @ 2 (
+ A.

You can let people know that GWRRA is a good way for the whole
family to get involved with having FUN. Getting involved helps
strengthen the Chapter and with a strong Chapter we will have more
input on how our chapter is managed.

Toall current members..... have you checked your membership lately?
Itis not too late to keep your membership up to date. Also, if any of your
information has changed you can go on-line to the National home page
to update your information. They have started updating the information
for the Gold Book for 2010. If you want your current information listed
please update it now.

See you at our next Gathering.

~~Your MEC, Terry

MMM

HIDDEN IMAGE: See if you can find the 7 deer in this picture.
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I recently read an article on and it got
me thinking about just why is it we ride. We've all heard the countless and
varied reasons why we shouldn'’t. | know everyone reading this can recite a list
of what they have heard from people who don’t ride and we know many of the
non-rider’s fears are groundless, exaggerated or rooted in a lack of knowledge
because they do not ride themselves. On the other hand, we also know that
some of what they say may be true and all of us have accepted the inherent
risks that go along with riding a motorcycle. By joining GWRRA we show that
we are concerned enough about riding safely to belong to an organization that
encourages and educates us in safe riding practices. But what is it that
motivates us to ride? What is it that keeps us on our two and three wheels
even after hearing all the reasons from others who say we are crazy?

The author of the article, Stephen John of MSN Autos writes about the
differences we experience while riding a bike vs. driving a car and how he
experiences these differences.

Once freed of your steel cage you are thrust into the world to experience a
broader existence unfettered by HEPA filters and climate control. Your nose
will get a vivid introduction to skunk roadkill and diesel exhaust, but will also
revel in bread baking and plants blooming. Your body will feel the thousand
tiny impacts of raindrops and absorb the buffeting of the wind. Your skin will
feel the gently warming temperature as you crest a hill and drop to the valley
floor below. You are no longer huddled behind a wheel disconnected from
nature. It's Lawrence of Arabia in Cinerama versus a daguerreotype of a
camel.

Okay. So perhaps you don't feel exactly like Stephen. Or maybe you are not
as articulate and inspired as he is, but then again.....maybe you are. What I'm
suggesting here is to start a conversation.

#( 13 C

| want to hear your reason(s) for riding. Why do you spend a lot of time and
money doing something that a great deal of our friends and family just can’t
understand? | want to hear from everyone; riders and co-riders, men, women
and even the kids that ride with parents and grandparents. One word answers,
a sentence or two, paragraph or even an “l have no idea.” I'll take it all. Send
it to me by email, drop me a note or give me a call. If you call please do it late
afternoon or leave me amessage... | do work night shift and sleep most days.
| promise I'll get back to you. Or just tell me when we meet up at a ride or
gathering. | look forward to hearing your replies and I'll put what | get in future
newsletters. | can be reached at sgreier@columbus.rr.com or 614/778-0719.

DD
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